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           Message from the Chair: Peter Krawutschke 
 

It is amazing how quickly an academic year (or any year for that matter) passes by 
ï even when you are retired! 
 
Our Wednesday II sessions have been well attended this past year. Some of them 
were almost standing room only. When west Walwood Hall was undergoing major 
refurbishing and repainting this year, I was amazed that the painters took great care 
that access to the Heinig Emeriti Lounge was always maintained. The room now 
sparkles with a bright coat of paint, new flooring, and paintings to the left and right 
of Ruth and Ed Heinigôs picture. Kudos to Gary Lawson who does all the planning 

for Wednesday II events and has most of them scheduled through 2019. 
 
At the present time, we are looking forward to the Faculty Retirement Recognition Dinner on Monday, 
May 21, 2018. The reception begins at 5 pm and is immediately followed by dinner and the program. 
Garrard Macleod will be the Emcee, Ruth Heinig will be the Welcomer, and Jane Baas will be the 
Responder. 
 
As in past years, the Emeriti Council has worked very well together this year, and it is a pleasure to 
be in the company of such fine colleagues from across the campus. If you are in town, you might wish 
to consider standing for election to the Council. This year, John Geisler, Garrard Macleod, and Joyce 
Zastrow have reached their two-year, two term limits and will leave the Council at its meeting on May 
8. We shall miss them on the Council, but the recent election brings Louise Forsleff, Leonard 
Ginsberg, and Peter Kobrak to the Council; returning are Judith Halseth, Peter Krawutschke, Don 
Nelson, and Darryl Salisbury. 
 
Because of recent and pressing demands on my time, I will not be able to stand for chair of the 
Emeriti Council again, but I would like to thank my colleagues on the Council for their friendship and 
support. I am sure Stacy Thinnes, executive secretary to President Montgomery, will continue to offer 
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her outstanding expertise in running this organization and especially in the expedited production and 
mailing of our Emeriti Newsletter produced by our editors Darryl Salisbury and Garrard Macleod. Of 
course, Judith Halseth, Don Nelson, and Joshua Kohnert from the Development Office need to be 
lauded for getting our Wednesday II announcements out on schedule. 
 
Let me close with an observation from the Faculty Senate meeting on March 1, 2018. As you know, 
WMU is one of the few universities in this country which gives its emeriti voting privileges in the 
Faculty Senate. We have three voting members in the Faculty Senate: Richard Cooper, Peter 
Krawutschke, and Phil Vander Weg. 
 
In his ñFaculty Accoladesò in this March Faculty Senate meeting, the first faculty member President 
Montgomery lauded was Erika Loeffler, professor emerita in anthropology, who retired 18 years ago. 
He congratulated her on her book Folksongs from the Mountains of Iran. Culture, Poetics, and 
Everyday Philosophies.  I should add here, WARF Vice President Philip Mickelin, emeritus in 
geography, who retired 19 years ago, and was honored last year by being awarded a medal at an 
international forum in Kyzyl-Orda, Kazakhstan, for his work on sustainable development of the near 
Aral Sea region. 
 
In March of this year and in the twelfth year of her retirement, Sandra Edwards, professor emerita of 
Occupational Therapy and past vice-chair of the Emeriti Council, saw the publication of the second 
edition of her book Hand Grasps and Manipulation Skills. A Clinical Perspective of Development and 
Function. 
 
And for the record, as a member of the 1814 Society, I was invited this past October to take part in a 
hard hat tour of the construction site of the National Museum of the United States Army in Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia, and had the honor of signing the last steel beam to be placed in November at the top 
of this 200 million dollar construction project. 
 

 
 

Krawutschke at the Beam Signing Ceremony 
 

If you have news items of your professional work or recognition in retirement, please send it to Stacy 
Thinnes in the Presidentôs Office or to Western News. 
 
Best wishes for a pleasant summer! 
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            Emeriti Council Membership Changes 
 
The annual May meeting of the Emeriti Council brings about changes in its membership.  Outgoing 
members are John Geisler, Garrard Macleod, and Joyce Zastrow.  The Council has benefitted greatly 
from their input during each tenure of membership.  On the flip side, we welcomed Louise Forsleff 
(Community Health), Peter Kobrak (Public Administration), and Leonard Ginsberg (Biological 
Sciences).  We look forward to their input as we move forward. 
 
As is tradition at the May meeting, officer positions are voted on for the coming year.  The following 
are the results of the voting: 
 
 Chair ï James Bosco 
 Vice Chair ï Leonard Ginsberg 
 Treasurer ï Don Nelson 
 Secretary ï Donna Oas 
 Newsletter Editor ï Darryl Salisbury 
 Program Committee Chair ï Gary Lawson 
 Fund Raising Committee Chair ï Don Nelson 
 Nominating Committee Chair ï Judith Halseth & Phil Vander Weg 
 Retirement Recognition Committee Chair ï Judith Halseth 
 Webmaster ï Don Nelson 
 
Our appreciation goes out to those individuals leaving their offices, while a great welcome goes out to 
those individuals filling new roles and those individuals retaining their positions. 
  
 
           March Wednesday II:  Gail Griffin (submitted by Judith Halseth) 
 

ñIf Memory Serves: Writing Memoirs,ò was the theme of Gail Griffinôs talk on the 
significance of writing our stories, especially those that were previously unheard. At 
Wednesday II on March 14, she encouraged us to write and to convey the 
importance and meaning of our stories. Gail is Professor Emerita of English, 
Kalamazoo College. Her career has included many opportunities to give guidelines 
on writing memoir essays. Some examples: ñWhy was it so important to me? What 
did it mean to me? Go from memory to meaning. Write to discover, not just to 
óexpressô or óconvey.ô Use reasonable writing goals, for example óOne episode this 
month.ôò Gail stressed that ñéthe important thing in writing memoirs is not what 
happened, but what it means to the author." Her presentation gave inspiration and 

tools for writing memoirs! 
 
 
              OLLI at WMU (submitted by Judith Halseth) 
 
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Western Michigan University (OLLI at WMU) continues to 
thrive, with 22 courses and four trips scheduled for Summer 2018. Founded in 2011 by the Emeriti 
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This summer I am planning on taking Differential Equations (Calculus 4) to complete my minor in 
Mathematics and a Materials and Processes class for my major.  Last weekend I participated in the 
Frostic School of Artôs New York bus trip. We toured the Stormking Art Center and the Dia: Beacon in 
Beacon, NY, and then visited PepsiCoôs sculpture gardens in Purchase, NY. The three-day trip was 
inspirational, educational, and fun.  
Itôs strange to think the Summer term starts in just a few weeksð
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